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foctry, 






Ah leaf by leaf the opening rose 
Its inmost heart lays bare, 

So Candor doth the heart unfold, 
Each grace and virtue show. 




When thought ia written on the brow. 

Uudimmed by fear or art ; 

When form and feattire bum and glow 
With sparkles from the heart; 

When all the garden of the soul 



*Tis like the clear, translucent wavea 
That glitter in the lights 
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ANOTHER UAIN. 



With gi-eat pleasure we w’elcome Mrs. 
Ednah D. Cheney, of Jamaica Plain, Mass., 
among oar editorial contributors, and offer 
to our readers this morning the first article 
from her pen. Mrs. Cheney enjoys a high 
reputation at the East as the efficient and 
devoted Secretary of the New England 
Freedmen’s Aid Comnfission for seven or 
eight years past; as one of the Directors of 
the Horticultural School for Women, and of 
the Woman’s Hospital, Boston; as one of 
the Executive Committee of the Free Re- 
ligious Association ; as an active member of 
the Woman’s Club and Radical Club of Bos- 
ton, and as a lady who in many ways has 
rendered most valuable assistance in reforms 
looking to the elevation of woman, especially 
in those seeking for her larger opportunities 
of labor and culture. Such an accession to 
our list of contributors will give new strength 
to The Index, not only because of her well- 
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known ability and universally respected char- 
acter, but also because the free religious re- 
form can never make rapid headway in the 
world till woman has given to it her heart 
and her help. Free Religion is the protest 
of humanity against the subtile interior 
tyranny of false and crippling ideas, no less 
than against the power of great organized 
tyrannies in church and state; and this pro- 
test can never have its full natural effect un- 
til woman as well as man joins in it. Hence 
we welcome Mrs. Cheney’s kind co-opera- 
tion with especial gratitude, as foreshad- 
owing the day when women shall per- 
ceive that the ideas of Free Religion are 
the real though unrecognized root of the 
woman movement itself. 



THE COMING EMPIRE OF SCIENCE. 

A LKTTEK PROM MR. DARWIN. 

In our issue of June 24, of the present 
year, the following passage was contained 
in an editorial article; — 

“Only yesterday we received from one of 
the greatest scientific men of England, whose 
name is famous throughout the entire civil- 
ized world, a private letter of which the fol- 
lowing was the closing sentence : — ‘I have 
now read ‘Truths for the Times,’ and I ad- 
mire them from my inmost heart; and I be- 
lieve that I agree to every word.’ ” 

We are now authorized by kind permis- 
sion of the writer to say that the above ex- 
tract is from a letter written by Mr. Charles 
Darwin. In another letter dated Nov. 16, 
Mr. Darwin says : — 

“I have read again ‘Truths for the Times,’ 
and abide by my words as strictly true. If 
you still think fit to publish them, yon had 
better perhaps omit ‘I believe,’ and add ‘al- 
most’ to ‘every word,’ so that it will run — 
‘and I agree to almost every word.’ The 
points on which I doubtfully difter are un- 
important; but it is better to be accurate. I 
should be much obliged if you would some- 
how prefer to word as an extract from a let- 
ter not originally intended for publication, 
or to this effect ; as it seems to be somewhat 
conceited or arrogant otherwise to express 
my assent.” 

Our readers would be deeply Interested by 
statements made in this and other previous 
letters of Mr. Darwin’s, if we felt justified in 
publishing them ; but we have no right to 
do this. What wo do publish is deliberate- 
ly authorized by him. We believe that 
every intelligent person who has read the 
‘‘Truths for the Times” will see a far more 
important reason than egotism for the publi- 
cation of this passage. While fully sensible 
of the great honor of such approval in our 
attempt to state the most important truth, 
and while filled with admiration of the spirit 
which leads Mr. Darwin, notwithstanding 
the almost universal reluctance of scientific 
men to express openly their religious con- 
victions, thus to lend the weight of his great 
influence to strengthen the unpopular cause 
of free religious thought, we have a much 
better re.ason for quoting his words than any 
personal one whatever. 

For several years it has been a deep and 
ever-deepening conviction of ours, publicly 
expressed in various ways, that there is but 
one method of attaining intellectual truth, 
whether in the domain of philosophy or re- 
ligion ; and that this is the Scientific Meth- 
od, enlarged and more widely applied than 
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in what is called physical science, and yet 
substantially the same. This eonviction 
was the key-note of our lecture in Horticul- 
tural Hall, Boston, on the “Intuitional and 
Scientific Schools of Free Religion.” It is 
the key-note of all our work in The Indp.x. 
so far as this concerns the discovery or es- 
tablishment of truth. It will be the key-note 
of other work that we hope to do before wc 
die. And we believe it will be the key-note 
of all the genuine science, philosophy, and 
religion of the future of mankind. 

It was with this conviction that we wrote 
the “Fifty Affirmations” and the “Moderii 
Principles,” which together constitute the 
I “Truths for the Times.” These statement.'- 
I were conscientiously prepared — most labor- 
I iously thought out and most carefully w-ord- 
I ed. That they can be greatly improved, we 
do not for a moment doubt. But that thet' 
express a general view of the religious prob- 
lems of the age which is destined finally tc 
supersede .all other views, we entertain no 
more doubt. And we have submitted them 
(we trust with entire modesty) to the atten- 
tive, dispassionate study of all earnest and 
reflective minds. 

Now the “Truths for the Times” is an ef- 
fort to bring the truest science and the truest 
religion of tifeage into absolute harmony and 
mutual understanding. The supposed con- 
flict between science and religion is super- 
ficial and unreal, when both are properly con- 
ceived. To show the common ground be- 
neath the two, and to remove the rubbish 
that now hides it from men’s eyes, has been 
the object of our endeavor. And what i.“ 
specially to be noted is that this endeavor 
has been made yVom the side of religion. It 
is an honest effort on the part of modern re- 
ligion to meet modern science as a friend — 
not to patch up a temporary and miserable 
compromise or truce between secret foes, but 
to establish an everlasting peace on the ba- 
sis of absolute justice between open friends. 

The importance, then, of Mr. Darwin’s de- 
liberate approval of the “Truths for the 
Times” lies in the fact that he is a man who 
by his genius has done more in this age to 
extend the bounds of science than any other 
man living, and who may therefore be re- 
garded as fairly representing the probable 
opinion of scientific men in the future. Mod- 
ern science is coming to a fair understand- 
ing teith modern religion. That, we trust 
and believe, is the real meaning of his words. 
Although questions of the greatest conse- 
quence remain still open to investigation, 
discussion, and earnest thought, the most 
progressive science and the most progres- 
sive religion of the times are agreeing 
upon common principles and working 
for li irmonious ends — science ruling supreme 
in the world of intellect, and religion ruling 
supreme in the world of morals. If we 
are correct in considering Mr. Darwin in this 
case rather as representing a general tenden- 
cy of modern scientific thought than as ex- 
pressing merely an individual opinion, then 
it is very plain that all 'personal considera- 
tions should be lost sight cf, and that his ap- 
proval of what we consider the most extreme 
statement yet made of the free religious 
movement should be taken as a very signifi'- 
cant, indeed the most significant, sign of the 
times. It is because we believe this that wc 
have thought it important to publish the ex- 
tract which he has so generously and nobly 
allowed us to use — and not because we have 
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sought to secure for the “Truths for the 
Times” the “endorsement” of venerated au- 
thorities, or any recommendation whatever 
beyond that of the intrinsic truth of the 
statement itself. Our conviction of this truth 
can neither bo strengthened by the assent 
nor weakened by the dissent of others ; and 
we have desired to give Mr. Darwin’s words 
to the public for the simple purpose of show- 
ing that the tendencies of Modern Science 
and Free Religion are in the same direction. 

We do not wish to lay .any more stress on 
;Mr. Darwin’s opinions than they are justly 
entitled to, or to insinuate that they are 
shared by all scientific men. With a modes- 
ty which is the weightiest of rebukes to the 
arrogant spirit of theology, he considers his 
own opinions as of little value on such sub- 
jects; and it is indisputable that scientific 
men are at present divided in sentiment con- 
cerning them. But there is confessedly no 
scientific thinker now living whose thought 
has so profoundly affected the future of 
science, or done so much to direct the course 
of its development. Human investigation 
has taken a new start from his deep, original 
thought; and the impulse he has given to all 
future researches into the origin, nature and 
destiny of man will never be exhausted while 
knowledge is loved and sought. Law, and 
not mir.acle, is the key with which he would 
unlock these and all other problems ; and to 
him belongs the rare glory of having dis- 
credited miracle even in the disguise which 
had deceived the very eyes of science her- 
self — of having revealed the unity and har- 
mony of Nature’s processes in a region which 
h.ad been .still sacred to superstition. Faith 
in law has been the inspiration of his won- 
derful scientific career; and it has made him 
one of the greatest prophets of the new era. 

It is surely, then, no trivial fact that such 
a man can recognize his own thought in the 
ground-principles of Free Religion. From 
the side of science and the side of religion 
comes alike the same deep affirmation of law 
as supreme; and in this common faith is the 
old feud between them healed. The super- 
stitions which religion has intruded among 
men’s thoughts must be utterly cast out from 
the sphere of human belief; and yet science 
must reverence her in her legitimate do- 
main. The moss-grown errors of Christian- 
ity are crumbling away ; science must clear 
the ground for the temple of truth, sparing 
no rubbish of idolatry that impedes or embar- 
rasses her work; yet religion will survive in 
human hearts as the living endeavor to re- 
alize in life the resplendent ideal that illu- 
mines the inmost recessesof the soul — as the 
strong, brave effort of imperfect man to rise 
higher and higher into the sunshine of the 
universal and absolute Best. The supreme 
empire of science over the intellect, like that 
of religion over the will, is drawing nearer 
day by day ; and both together, in their un- 
jarred harmony, will m.ake their advent as 
the one indissoluble empire of the Divine in 



A new Taylor Book Press has been pur- 
chased by our printers in order to publish The 
Index hereafter in the best style. It is in- 
tended to improve the quality of the paper 
used in printing the next volume ; but the 
size cannot be increased with advantage un- 
til additional stock of the Association is tak- 
en. When the liberal public are s.atisfied 
that the money already on hand is wisely 
used, they will doubtless increase it. This 
is right. We hope to show results that will 1 
justify confidence, and prove to our friends 
the magnificent opportunity before them of 
now building up a paper unique of its kind 
and unequalled in its liberalizing influence 
on public opinion. 



DEFINITIONS OF BELIGION. 



This week we begin again to use printed 
labels, giving both the address of our sub- 
scribers and the dale to which they have 
paid. Please examine these labels and noti- 
fy us at once of any error in either respect. 
Those in arrears will be now informed of the 
fact ; and we hope that all will be disposed 
to renew. If a few copies should be sent 
out this week w'ithout labels, the labels will 
be used next week. @ The Complete 



At a late meeting of the Radical Club in 
Boston, Mr. Weiss gave a definition of Re- 
ligion which' seemed to be very much misun- 
derstood by those who heard it. 

He said : — “Religion is the recognition of 
the facts of the Universe.” Rev. Dr. Hedge, 
while praising the general character of the 
essay, objected to this and other statements 
as materialistic. It seems to me an entirely 
unfounded charge. 

Mr. Weiss’ definition may not be exhaust- 
ive. Religion is so broad a word, and is 
full of such subtile meaning and relations, 
that it is not easy to “define,” or even, as 
Mr. Aloott says, “ confine ” it. But this is 
a very suggestive sentence, and one which 
puts Religion in an entirely worthy attitude, 
redeeming it from all the possibilities of nar- 
rowness and littleness which have been 
charged upon it. 

We do not understand Mr. Weiss as 
meaning by the “facts of the Universe” 
merely that a stone falls to the ground by 
the power of gravitation, or that acids and 
alkalies unite by chemical attraction. The 
facts which Religion recognizes are of spirit 
as well as of matter. The fact of existence 
— that we are, that spirit is, that God is ; the 
fact of Creation — that all is not as it once 
was, but that there has been evolution, 
growth, progress; the facts of Indestructi- 
bility, of Eternity, of Infinity, — all these are 
facts of the Universe, which the scientific 
mind perceives, and uses after its method 
and for its purposes. The religious mind 
recognizes these same facts, and relates them 
to the human consciousness — another fact — 
and deduces from them various truths of Re- 
ligion. 

The great Bibles of the World begin by 
taking cognizance of these facts. The He- 
brew scripture announces the fact of exist- 
ence in the eternal I AM; and it.s first p.ages 
are devoted to an account of the process of 
Creation in the form in which som< Hebrew 
genius conceived it. 

Then there are many puzzling facts in the 
Universe, very hard to understand, — the ex- 
istence of evil, for instance, the groat amount 
of suffering in the world, the tremendous 
convulsions of nature, disease and premature 
death, accident, destruction by flood and 






Has not Religion always busied itself with 
these facts, and tried to explain them ? But 
it must first recognize them; and Mr. Weiss’ 
word is a happy one, for it must recognize 
them with friendliness and willingness, and 
ex.aminc them frankly and fearlessly, before 
it can get into right relation with them. 
. , , There has been the short-coming of all nar- 
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row and dogmatic religions. They do not 
recognize the facts, but they try to force the 
facts to suit themselves. Ecclesiastical His- 
tory does not investigate the origin of the 
world as a universal fact; it insists that 
Religion requires you to believe a special ac- 
count of it. It does not look for the mean- 
ing of suffering and death in the constitution 
of the Universe; it declares it to be an arbi- 
trary creation as a punishment for an imag- 
inary offence. 

Materialism is just as narrow when it in- 
sists that every thing shall be proved to the 
senses alone, and rejects all the facts of the 
consciousness and all the spiritual history 
of man. 

This definition of Religion, of course, puts 
Religion perfectly in harmony with Science. 
Is it not strange that we should have had so 
much objection to th.at union from those who 
profess to worship the Bible, where the 
knowledge of God is so often spoken of as 
the highest attainment? And what is the 
knowledge of God but Religious Science? 

When we recognize the “facts of the Uni- 
verse,” we shall have taken a great step to- 
wards faith and trust in its Creator; and is 
not that the first great principle of Religion? 
Until we do that, it seems to me all true re- 
lation to the Universe or its Creator is im- 
possible. 

E.D.C. 

THE FKKE RBLIGIOI S CONVKNTIONN. 

We shall have something to say in an ar- 
ticle next week on the recent Conventions 
held by the Free Religious Association in 
Detroit and Syracuse. This week we sim- 
ply take a few extracts from the reports of 
the daily papers in those cities, which will 
give some indication of what was said and 
done. The newspapers generally were very 
liberal in the space given to the reports of 
the meetings and pretty fair in their ac- 
counts. 

At the opening session of the Detroit Con- 
vention Mr. Frothingham took occasion to 
refer and reply to some of the criticisms and 
objections that are made to the Free Relig- 
ious Association. Among these he alluded 
to the charge recently made by Rev. Mr. 
Mayo, of Cincinnati, that the principles of 
free religion tend to social demoralization. 
On this point the Detroit IVibune reports 
him as follows : — • 




hiih wu etUbllthed, the Proteeunte >tld It could not eurvlve. 
Ta-d*7 it U the hoest of Unllerlaiilem that recltlude of life Is 
one of their cardinal principlee. The Free Rellglonlste claim 

Incnicate a lose of all that la honorable and pnre and noble, 
and atlii Improve the social stmclure of the world. Society la 
perpelnally renorallnz itself, and Free Religion will contii.ne 

The essay read by Mr. Abbot on Friday 
morning upon the subject of “ Free Religion 
in a Free State,” which was reported at 
length in the Dost of Detroit, will probably 
be given entire to the readers of The Index. 
No extracts therefore are made from it here. 
From the report of the evening essay by the 
Secretary of the Association we take the fol- 
lowing extracts. The subject was “The 
Doctrine of Divine Providence in the Light 
of the Western Conflagrations:” — 

One of the cardinal docirincs of religion is that then is a 



